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Advocates for Homeless Families and Beyond Shelter Frederick, in collaboration with the Frederick
Police Department, will hold the “Chief Lando Homelessness All-Nighter” to raise awareness of
homelessness in Frederick County.

The event will be held on Friday evening, October 10 beginning at 8 pm near the trellis along Carroll
Creek Linear Park. Chief Lando will stay up all night until 8 am the following day to simulate the
terrible conditions encountered by many homeless people.

The event will feature a program on Friday evening from approximately 9 pm — 11 pm and will
include:

e Addresses by Chief Lando and other Frederick dignitaries to be announced.

e A brief candlelight vigil to honor local homeless individuals who have died due to
homelessness led by Lynette Cary, PhD, a board member with Beyond Shelter.

e Fill the cruiser! Opportunity for citizens to fill a police cruiser with food and personal care
items to be donated to homeless shelters.

e Board of hope! Opportunity for citizens to leave encouraging messages and ideas to end
homelessness on a white board for all to see.

e Entertainment to be announced.

e Free pizza, soft drinks, water, and coffee donated by Frederick businesses.

e Information tables from the Frederick agencies who serve the homeless with an opportunity to
donate to them.

The event will conclude on Saturday morning, October 11, at approximately 7:30 am with a rally to
end homelessness.

The date of the event — October 10 — is World Homeless Day. The day brings communities together to
raise awareness about the needs of people experiencing homelessness and to promote solutions. It
serves as a platform to celebrate good works, benchmark progress, advocate for improved policies and
funding that can help prevent and end homelessness.

According to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the 2024 Point-in-
Time survey counted 250 people who were classified as homeless in Frederick County. Eighty-one
percent were housed in emergency shelters or transitional housing provided by Beyond Shelter,
Advocates for Homeless Families and others, but nineteen percent were found to be unsheltered.

“I’d like to invite all members of our amazing community to join me in this important event. As police
officers, we see the many issues faced by homeless individuals every day. It is my hope that this event
will draw attention to and raise awareness of those challenges. I’ve been looking forward to this event
for a long time,” said Chief Lando.



The event is free, but attendees are asked to bring food and personal care items to be donated to
homeless shelters. All items will be placed in a Frederick City police cruiser. Monetary donations are
welcome but not mandatory.

Proceeds from the event will benefit Advocates for Homeless Families and Beyond Shelter, two
Frederick nonprofits who serve homeless individuals.

Organizers Gary Bennett, a board member for Advocates for Homeless Families, and Nick Brown,
executive director for Beyond Shelter Frederick said that an event like this is needed to draw
awareness to the problem. “In Frederick, we have a really good safety net for the most vulnerable
among us, but we can never forget the problem exists. We can always do better. We cannot rest until
everyone has a safe place to call home in this great county of ours.”

Advocates for Homeless Families was founded in 1988 to provide permanent solutions to
homelessness by providing access to housing, education, employment and supportive services to
Frederick County families who are homeless or at risk of homelessness. They own or operate 12
properties in the city to aid the homeless. Learn more at https://afthf88.org/.

Beyond Shelter Frederick was founded in 1981 as the Religious Coalition for Emergency Human
Needs, becoming Beyond Shelter Frederick in 2024. Their mission is to prevent and alleviate the
effects of poverty on the residents of Frederick County by providing emergency housing and programs
that support people as they move beyond crisis. Learn more at https://bsfred.org/.

If you are community-minded, consider volunteering with either agency.
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